
2026 LCMS Synodical Convention - Major Issues Handout Christ Is Risen Indeed

Prepared as a pastor-facing summary for elders, delegates, and congregational leaders. Page 1

2026 LCMS Synodical Convention

Major Issues to Watch
A print-friendly handout for pastors, elders, delegates, and congregational leaders

Main thesis
The central issue beneath many issues is whether the LCMS can remain boldly confessional, genuinely
evangelical, missionally awake, and relationally trustworthy at the same time.

At a glance
The 2026 convention appears less like a single-issue debate and more like a convergence of trust, formation, doctrine,
governance, worship, and mission. Congregations should pay attention because several decisions could shape pastoral supply,
altar care, institutional accountability, Lutheran identity, and local mission support.
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Watch zone Why it matters

1 Pastoral formation and SMP Future pastors, vacancies, mission starts, SMP policy, and ecclesiology.

2 Life Together issues Mission priorities, worship, ministry partners, sexuality, AI, social media, race, and civic
religion.

3 Doctrine issues Communion, women lectors or suffrage, IVF, fellowship, mission language, and doctrinal
boundaries.

4 Governance and representation Who steers Synod, how congregations are represented, and how authority is structured.

5 Dispute resolution and supervision Whether conflict is handled evangelically, fairly, promptly, and with due process.

How to use this handout
Use this as a conversation starter, not as a substitute for reading the Workbook, floor committee resolutions, and official
convention materials. For elders, the key question is: Which convention issues could affect our calling to shepherd souls, guard
the altar, support the pastor, form disciples, care for families, raise up leaders, and keep the congregation focused on Christ
crucified and risen?
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Major issue clusters
These are the issue lanes most likely to matter for local congregations. Some are doctrinal, some are governance-related, and
some are practical ministry questions wearing a bylaw hat.

Issue 1. Pastoral formation, SMP,
seminaries, and pastoral shortage
Why it matters: This may be the most consequential
long-term issue. Congregations need faithful pastors, and
Synod must weigh residential formation, SMP, alternate
routes, online or hybrid education, church planting, ethnic
ministry, rural ministry, and smaller congregations.

Watch for: Whether the convention tightens, loosens,
restructures, studies, or rebalances pastoral formation and
SMP.

Issue 2. Mission priorities and
congregational sustainability
Why it matters: The debate is not just slogans. It asks
what story the LCMS tells about its purpose, and whether
national emphases help congregations make disciples,
plant, revitalize, teach families, and witness locally.

Watch for: Whether mission language remains
Gospel-centered and congregationally useful, or becomes
institutional wallpaper.

Issue 3. Worship, Communion practice, and
faithful variety
Why it matters: Elders and pastors carry local
responsibility for altar care, visitor conversations,
catechesis, worship order, and pastoral exceptions.
Convention language here can shape expectations back
home.

Watch for: Closed Communion, weekly Communion, first
Communion before confirmation, chalice, approved worship
resources, and review of new worship practices.

Issue 4. Doctrinal boundary questions
Why it matters: Doctrine is not a side dish. The convention
will handle questions involving Communion, fellowship,
creation, Christ's descent into hell, IVF, women lectors,
woman suffrage, mission language, and more.

Watch for: Whether issues are resolved by confession,
referral for study, pastoral admonition, bylaw change, or
careful restraint.

Issue 5. Ecclesiastical supervision and
dispute resolution
Why it matters: Church discipline and dispute resolution
should serve repentance, restoration, truth, due process,
and the care of souls, not simply create an exhausting
church-court maze.

Watch for: Reform or replacement of current dispute
processes, social media accusations, transparency,
confidentiality, and appeal structures.

Issue 6. Governance, representation,
elections, and structure
Why it matters: Governance is the plumbing of church life.
Nobody praises plumbing until it breaks, then everyone
becomes a pipe theologian. These questions shape who
steers Synod and how congregations are represented.

Watch for: Possible restructuring, representation rules,
board and commission authority, term limits, convention
cycles, and concentration of authority.
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Major issue clusters, continued

Issue 7. LCMS educational institutions and
Lutheran identity
Why it matters: LCMS educational institutions help shape
future teachers, church workers, pastors, musicians, lay
leaders, and Lutheran families. Institutional trust and clear
Lutheran identity matter for the whole church.

Watch for: Structure, Lutheran identity standards, prior
approval, worship practices, and transparency after
institutional turmoil.

Issue 8. Ministry partners, sexuality, family
care, and cultural pressure
Why it matters: These issues are not merely culture-war
topics. They arrive locally as pastoral care for sons,
daughters, parents, visitors, students, and neighbors who
need both biblical clarity and Christlike mercy.

Watch for: Accountability for recognized ministry partners,
sexuality-related concerns, cohabitation, care for families,
and how grace and truth are spoken together.

Issue 9. AI, sermons, truthfulness, and
digital trust
Why it matters: AI is already affecting overtures, sermons,
education, communication, and research. The issue is not
technology itself, but truthfulness, pastoral responsibility,
confidentiality, and trust.

Watch for: AI-created sermons, fake citations,
confidentiality, sermon preparation boundaries, and public
communications.

Issue 10. Money, transparency, litigation,
seminaries, and resources
Why it matters: Finances and institutional decisions shape
trust. Benefits, publishing access, seminary funding, legal
expenses, and reporting practices all affect how
congregations view Synod's stewardship.

Watch for: Benefit structures, publishing access, Bible
translations, access to Lutheran resources, seminary
funding, and accounting or transparency around litigation.

Practical impact on local congregations
For elders and leaders
The goal is not panic, factional scorekeeping, or Synodical sports-radio commentary. The goal is faithful local shepherding with
eyes open.

• Future vacancies and the availability of pastors.

• How elders explain and support Communion practice.

• How congregations handle online conflict, accusations, and discipline.

• How congregations participate in church planting, revitalization, and local witness.

• How pastors and leaders use AI without outsourcing proclamation or pastoral judgment.

• How congregations evaluate and support LCMS educational, mercy, mission, and administrative structures.
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Elder conversation guide
Use these questions in a board of elders, church council, delegate prep meeting, or pastor-led discussion. Keep the
conversation local, pastoral, and Gospel-forward.

Area Conversation question

Pastoral formation How do we uphold faithful formation while also addressing the real need for pastors with urgency?

Worship and Communion Are our elders equipped to explain Communion practice with both clarity and warmth?

Mission Does this convention action help congregations proclaim Christ, form disciples, and send people into the
community?

Governance Does this structure build accountability, transparency, and trust, or does it mainly add machinery?

Conflict How do we preserve Matthew 18, due process, pastoral care, and accountability without making discipline a public
spectacle?

AI What boundaries should we expect around AI in sermons, pastoral care, teaching, and communication?

Mercy and family Can we speak clearly according to Scripture while caring tenderly for people who are hurting, confused, ashamed,
or afraid?

A helpful filter
When debating overtures, ask whether the issue is doctrinal, practical, procedural, relational, or rhetorical. Then ask whether a
preference is being treated as doctrine, or whether mission language is being used without clear Gospel substance.

Best posture for delegates and elders
Watch the distinctions
• Doctrine from preference.

• Confession from control.

• Mission from branding.

• Pastoral care from public combat.

• Accountability from bureaucracy.

• The Office of the Ministry from clericalism.

• Lay service from office-confusion.

• Technology as a tool from technology as a substitute for shepherding.
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Scripture anchors
Matthew 28:19-20

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.

1 Corinthians 11:28-29
Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For anyone who eats and drinks without
discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on himself.

Matthew 18:15
If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your
brother.

John 1:14
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of
grace and truth.

1 Corinthians 15:20-22
But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. For as by a man came death, by a
man has come also the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive.

Closing Gospel frame
Christ is risen, and the church belongs to Him
The Synod does not gather to save itself. Christ is risen. The church lives because Jesus lives. The convention serves the
Gospel, the confession of the church, and the sending of Christ's people into the harvest.

Not confessional without mission. Not mission without confession. Not governance without accountability. Not accountability
without mercy. Not unity by pretending disagreements do not exist. Not purity by eating one another alive in the fellowship hall.

Source notes for further reading
Primary source base: 2026 LCMS Convention Workbook: Reports and Overtures; 2023 LCMS Handbook; LCMS 2026 official convention materials
where relevant; Scripture; and the Lutheran Confessions. This handout is a pastoral summary and should be checked against official floor committee
resolutions as they are released.

Ego Hoc Fieri Lussi (Composed with AI).


